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President’s Message
Attention Leaguers:  It’s Election Season. 
Almost. But let’s get started.
Election Day is November 7, 2017.   

Houstonians are asked to research, reflect, arrive at an 
opinion, then cast a ballot to

* adopt or reject seven Texas Constitutional amendments
* elect six Houston Independent School District Trustees
* elect three Houston Community College Trustees
* adopt or reject local policy issues which may be placed 
on the ballot.

We stand ready as honest brokers of information, 
preparing to help our fellow Houstonians by providing the 
tools to make these important decisions. You can read 
about our legendary Voters Guide and learn how you can 
join the team on page 3.

Let’s all do this: strike up friendly conversations about the 
election.  As your day unfolds, ask a few folks to confirm 
their voter registration status with a quick visit to 
www.hcvoter.net.  Tell them that the registration deadline is 
October 10.  Tell them that if they’re over 65, sick or 
disabled they can apply for a mail-in ballot now at 
www.harrisvotes.com.  Remind them that the illness or 
disability can be temporary or permanent and that no 
doctor’s note is required. Tell them that any registered 
voter can cast a ballot in person during the early voting 
period (October 23 through November 3) at any early 
voting location. And please tell them to arrive at their 
polling station with photo ID. There’s a whole menu of 
suitable identification documents; you can read about 
these requirements at this website: 
https://www.votetexas.gov/register-to-vote/need-id.html   

This is the grass-roots civic engagement we’ve been doing 
for 97 years. This is the grass-roots civic engagement that 
gave us women’s suffrage, that put an end to the poll tax, 
that gave 18-year olds the right to vote. Civic engagement 
works. Let’s keep at it!

-Linda Cohn   

Annual Meeting
May 2017

League members gathered on May 15, 2017 for our 97th Annual 
Meeting. We approved a budget, elected officers and adopted a 
program of topics for study in the present League year. We also 
recognized several League members for their outstanding 
service to our organization and to the Houston community. Here’s 
our Annual Meeting recap.
*A budget for 2017-2018 was adopted as submitted by the 
Budget Committee.
*A slate of officers and directors was presented by the 
Nominations Committee and elected by the membership. We 
present our current LWV-Houston Board of Directors:
President: Linda Cohn
Treasurer: Leslie Taylor
Secretary: Aimee Bertrand
Executive Vice President: Linda Cantu
Vice President Civic Engagement: Reda Hicks
Vice President Membership Affairs: Judy Hollinger
Vice President Study/Advocacy: Jeff Reichman
At Large Directors: Liza Alonzo

Aimee Woodall Reynaldo Guerra
Zak Miller Marisol Valero
Johnna Carlson Tom Berg
Renee Cross Amy Carl

These areas were designated as local policy topics for study 
and action: 
(1) a comprehensive review of current positions, updates          

as required 
(2) a study of Gulf Coast flood control measures
(3) a study of election cyber security in Harris County.  

*Awards
~Helen Hunter Award for distinguished service over the course of 
membership:  Laura Blackburn
~Sam Keeper Award for Excellence in Voter Services: Pam 
Gaskin, Judy Viebig, Reda Hicks, Claudia Ortega-Hogue
~Achievement Awards: Liza Alonzo (Voters Guide), Amy Carl and 
Tawny Tidwell (Repast), Aimee Bertrand (Women’s Equality Day), 
Jeff Reichman (Study and Action), Leslie Taylor (Treasurer), 
Linda Cantu (Finance and Development), Sharon Cunningham 
(Budget Process). 

As we go to press

our thoughts are with friends and 
colleagues who have been affected 
by Hurricane Harvey. We wish you 
courage and strength as recovery 

and rebuilding continue.
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Rising Stars
Twenty local leaders were inducted into the LWV 2017 Rising Star class in May and they are already exceeding expectations. A 
class of Rising Stars is selected annually for their demonstrated passions for civic duty, integrity, and voting and an interest in 
furthering the mission of the League through a capstone voter engagement or turnout project. This class will also be the first to 

benefit from monthly skill building workshops. These workshops are 
designed to help deepen their organizing and fundraising skills to 
help them both personally and professionally.

Inducted during the May 15th General Meeting with a formal 
ceremony, the Rising Stars officially kicked off the yearlong 
training program June 24th at the Urban League with a history of 
the League of Women Voters in Houston. July’s workshop saw 
each of the Rising Stars deputized as voter registrars in Harris 
County, and August will focus on learning how each of the four 
local major political parties prioritizes and organizes their voter 
engagement efforts. The next six months will include fundraising, 
advocacy, Get Out The Vote, communications, media, and 
organizing trainings to equip the Stars with the tools necessary to 
execute a successful capstone project.

If their individual talents and work ethic weren’t impressive enough, 
several members have already starred on our HMSTV program that 

highlights civil discourse on current affairs. Their refreshing and insightful input has given us much to think about at the League and 
fortifies our belief that there is a next generation of citizens ready to take on the mantel of civic duty for the betterment of our 
country and our community. 

To learn more about the individuals selected for the 2017 Rising Star Class, visit our Facebook page. To donate lunches for the 
Rising Star training workshops, please contact Chair Zak Miller zak@outreachstrategists.com

Judy Viebig 
Chosen for Harris County Award
LWV-HA member Judy Viebig was chosen 
in July by the Harris County Tax Assessor/
Collector’s office to receive its very first 
Volunteer Deputy Registrar of the Month 
award. Judy is a long time dedicated voter 
r e g i s t r a r w h o c a n b e f o u n d a t 
Naturalization Ceremonies, high school 
and college campuses, community festivals 
and any other venue where she can offer 
voter registration. She says ”I am not the 
world’s bravest or most outgoing person, 
but I have found that you are walking into 
an adventure every time.” Our heartfelt 
thanks and congratulations to Judy.

LWV-HA Study and Advocacy
This fall LWV-Houston Area has an active 
program schedule.  You can join our study of 
election cybersecurity and help us form long-
term recommendations for Harris County.  
Program meetings are also a great 
opportunity to discuss relevant and new 
ideas.  This season we will be discussing 
ranked choice voting (aka instant runoff) and 
how it might work in Harris County, as well as 
take a look at our established positions.  See 
the calendar for specific dates and times.

By Jeff Reichman, VP, Study and Advocacy
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November Voters Guide Work Begins
There will be no City of Houston election this year due to the City 
Charter changes* in term limits, which was approved by voters in 
2015.  But there will still be lots of important decisions for voters. The 
Voters Guide will continue to bring important information to Houston-
area residents, so that they can cast an informed vote.  *[There is still 
a lawsuit pending regarding the change in term limits; a ruling is not 
expected prior to November.]  

The Houston Voters Guide for the November Election will be covering 
state and local ballot Issues and the races for six Houston 
Independent School District Board of Trustees positions and three 
Houston Community College Board of Trustees positions.   The 
Guide will also include lots of valuable information about how citizens 
can exercise their most precious right: the right to vote.

LWV-Houston will continue to publish both English and Spanish 
editions of the Voters Guide but, for this election, only an online 
version will be available.  We will be sending members a direct link to 
the Voters Guide prior to the start of Early Voting.  The community-at-
large will be able to access the Guide through links on our website 
and on our Facebook® page.  We will also be working with many 
community partners to help people “connect” to the Guide.

Join the Voters Guide Team!
Want to be a part of ensuring we provide the very best Voters Guide 
to our community? Here are some ways you can help:
~suggest questions or topics for questions for candidates for HISD 
and HCC Boards.
~suggest organizations, businesses and individuals that might wish to 
support the Voters Guide through a contribution.
~suggest organizations, schools or businesses that might wish to 
work with us to send information about the November election and 
the link to the Voters Guide out to their constituents/members. 
~volunteer to call candidates, contact prospective community 
partners, or proof read (especially if you are bilingual). 

If you can help in any of these efforts, contact 
votersguide@lwvhouston.org .

Participate in a Unit Meeting!
Units are discussion groups which meet 
monthly from September through May for 
facilitated discussion of issues and LWV 
positions on a number of topics.   The 
suggested topics for the fall meetings are 
September- Confederate Monuments
October- Election Cybersecurity
November- Ranked Choice Voting 
December- Unit Potluck
Current units meet
~Third Monday
City Wide Evening Unit- 6:00 p.m.
The Black Labrador
4100 Montrose, 77006
Jackie Friedman  Unit coordinator
friedmanjj@gmail.com, 713-521-0702
~Third Thursday
Midwest Unit 10:00 a.m. The Gerald 
Womack Building, 4412 Almeda, 77004
Penny Shaw, shawlaw@bellsouth.net 

 Help Wanted!
The League runs on volunteers.
The groups below welcome help: 
~Website Committee- 
~Voters Guide Committee 
~Membership Committee
~Program and Study Committee
~Newsletter Committee
~Voter Registration Committee
Interested or need more information?
Don’t see anything that floats your 
boat?  Email me and we’ll find a fit!

Direct all inquiries to 
membership@lwvhouston.org or 
jbhol@hotmail.com

LWV-HA Membership 
Handbook and Directory 

These handy little booklets have been 
mailed to those members who were current 
in their dues payment by August 1, 2017. A 
huge thanks to LWV-HA new member Sandy 
Cazemier who formatted the contents and 
saw that it was printed and mailed in a 
timely manner. Please check your listing.  If 
it is incomplete or incorrect, let me know and 
we will do our best to get it right the next 
time!  jbhol@hotmail.com

LWV voter registrars 
Judy Viebig and Pam Criezisat at 
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Fall Celebration  and Fund Raiser
When: Friday, October 13, 2017
Reception begins at 5:30 pm
Movie screening at 6:45 pm 
Where : R ice Med ia Cen te r a t 
University Blvd and Stockton
Who: Co-chairs are Rey Guerra and 
Kathy Cheng
W h a t : S t a y t u n e d f o r m o v i e 
announcement and much more!
Planning for this fun-filled event is 
beginning. If you will help, please sign 
up at lwvhouston.org under Get Involved 
with the League Volunteer section.

Watch us on the big screen (TV, that is!) 
by Reda Hicks

The League of Women Voters of the Houston Area 
partners with Houston Media Source to produce 
monthly episodes of the television program Public 
Affairs, Public Access. The content for these 
programs is curated by LWV Houston’s Civic 
Engagement Committee and covers a wide range of 
civic, policy, and election-related topics. The 
broadcasts are designed to help educate interested 
Houstonians on what’s going on in their great city and 
how to get involved. In addition to content related to 
candidate races and ballot initiatives, recent episodes 
of the broadcasts have covered topics like mobility, human trafficking, women 
running for office, the Houston Hackathon, and projects to get more Houston voters 
to the polls.  For each topic, LWV convenes a table of local experts to join us for 
these conversations, which are hosted by LWV volunteers.  

To view previously recorded episodes of Public Affairs, Public Access, visit the 
Houston Media Source YouTube page.  For new episodes, tune in at 6:30pm the 
first Thursday of each month to watch live at www.hmstv.org. If you have ideas 
about a policy topic for Public Affairs, Public Access, you can contact the Civic 
Engagement Committee by email at civicengagement@lwvhouston.org.

LWV-Texas 
Are you receiving email updates from LWV-
Texas? League members have done  
fantastic work in Austin during the regular 
and special sessions to advocate for our 
issues. You can find out more a t 
lwvtexas.org  

Calendar  
~Saturday September 16
 Member Orientation meeting
RSVP to jbhol@hotmail.com
6:30 pm 
1301 Texas Avenue  77002

~Saturday September 23 
LWV-TX regional training workshop
for LWV officers and committee chairs
12:30-3:30pm 
Mendenhall Community Center 1414 Wirt Rd. 77055

~Tuesday October 17 
Election Cybersecurity 
6:30 pm 
Castillo Center  2101 South St. 77009

~Monday November 6
Issue Forum: Ranked Choice Voting
6:30 pm 
1301 Texas Ave. 77002

Units Meet:
3rd Monday Sept-Dec 
City-Wide Unit 6 pm

3rd Thursday Sept-Dec 
Midwest Unit 10 am

1st Thursday Sept-Dec 
HMSTV telecast 6:30pm

Reda Hicks, 
VP Civic Engagement

Page 4

mailto:civicengagement@lwvhouston.org
mailto:civicengagement@lwvhouston.org

